Elders, and Melléngers, 


Wellin 

Grittleton, Bration, Calne, Methfiam, Paulton, 
Pithay nd Broad-mead, Briftol,, Sodbury, ily Wot- 
Horft Horfly 5, having received letters alfo from Falmouth, 
Chacewater,.. Plymouth,. Bampton, Cullump- 
Loughwood, Lyme, Bicknell, Yeovil, Crockerton, Trowe 

k bridge, and, Bradford ; being met in Affociation, at, 


~ the county of Gloucefter, June 10 ahd 1778, 40 
| feveral Churches they reprefent, fend Chriflian 


wi efleem itour bigheft honour to. the 
and-our peculiar joy to-heas of your profperity. Weare 
giad:to find .by that all the affociating churches con- 
{tedfaftun the faith; shat,\excepting, afew, shey.enjoy,the 
means ofigrace, and: that-fome have recejyed conliderable 
eadsions We wilh we could, Yous, peace and prof- 
after comfortably affociated with 
usfor more than halfa century, hasatlength quited our fociety for 
that @f\theogeneral affemblys and bis grey: haitss for, a.crown of 
_ooglotys: (Weare ial), minifters le, sand or 
aftening to, the-erernal world, w be- 
fore ent-feat of Chrift, where every charaéterapd, every 
heart mer éar in its proper highs 5,,and where,we ft; either 
 fufferthe awful indignation ef a fin~a Sood, oren- 
joy che fmiles of ou warld withaqut.énd, 
therfore, Breton ap outed ing minifters,’ to-ad- 
» you as, and. eternity; fal in 
view ol Ovthow great ‘of faften, the 
thy fervants every hearty: 95 @hail.in a; fure, place) with 
your fpiritual and eternal interefts, which we 4truf ape dearer 
folemnly : exhort. you ini:the iname. of, the 
-peatedly exhibited yous; wie wi 


Lay 


ET ST CHURCHES 
| 


God—the holinefs and perpetuity of his law—the adorable 
ries of Chrift—the truths and promifes of the gofpel—the dread- 
ful malignity of fin—the nature and of holingfs— 

Vof | mifery, of 


ners—and the. permanent. happinefs of real chriltians ? The 


ed with the manner in which our former letters have been re- 
ceived and improved. You ingeed “attend-the worthip.,of God ; 
you émbracé evangelical truths ; you proféis th¢ of 
ee and aby ear concerned for usccredit and fu pport : All 
attratts our efléem, and us to hope 

yon are heits of falvation. But alas! how many are there 
who fatisfy, and thereby deceive themfelves “with the Bare ex- 
of on, whilé they are Utter itrangers to’ vital podli- 
us, ‘Brethien, to entéftain'a over 
“yal “For thotigh ‘the limps “of burn fo bright, that we 

aye tho réafon to of them ing wife: virgms ; yet the 
othérs'are fo ‘dim and languid, chat” we greatly fear, 
théy' fhould appear at laf¥'to be foolith virgins.” ~~ 
We ‘are grieved at heart ta behold figns of among 
“you.” Ave’ riot bine unflable “and ‘waveting ? Some *likéwarm 
and inactive ? Some-light and rifling iw their diicoarfe? Some 
tod thuch Pithed to the e'profirs; pleafares, and-hondr Bfythe 
world ?. Oesererath and Spinionative, of a cenforious u OF giv - 
oppofite'to the -chriftian temper ?* The great 

you profe& to believe, are of aholy and 
and? tomortify the body of fin im ats various 
aie mbers, Aiké*our. ‘Lord*sfentenee on the barren: fg-tree that 
- withered in all its roots and branches, and: to:make*you'giow in 
graces! and*bring forth the: fruits of 
“4% ‘efearly to nderfiand the: glorious truths of shasjotpel, 
Gur likewife experimentally and powerfully to. feet their renew- 
70 ‘that you may be puréin heart, lowly in mind, hea- 


thes ‘world and divinely ‘hap 


‘in your own fouls. » 
yourmay abound in’ 


‘exercife of; divine 


‘all Pet nicious: ‘errors 


nd bring all yout relivious fentiments, feelings, and attions 
tes ths of-veligion : Buy‘the trush colt -what it willy fell it 
HOt thé world,’ ins wo- 
no coriclafions decrees of. God, that 
‘Or ec, ybtive co 
guard: againit the former/;'.and the divine 
y 70% Goad te (The moral aw, whith is as 
immutable 


| Searcher of hearts, and your own confciences, are beft acquaini-— 


favoury-in converfation, holy in ufefil 
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immutable:as its"author the King forbids and 
every fin,) while the everiafling omifes pardon and 
vation to‘every one that repents fo that prefitmp-° 
tion and defpair, which are ‘equally deftrvfive, are- by the word 
of God forbidden. wifh you therefore; to have a 
clear, and ‘operazive knowledge’ of ‘the precepts 
fanétion of the law, ey of ‘thie and freenefs’ of the 

te of the , that you may carefa the command, ~ 
cheeffull ‘he kept at an equal 
diftance from abominable libertinifm and elf fom 
delufive hopes and flavifh 

Content ‘yourfelves with religion but thatof the ; 
which is founded in'a divinely: énlightened underflanding, and 
conifts im -affettiions -corref the word and ‘perfee-" 
tions of Godi “Be careful. that you ‘do not miftake fome fa- ° 
vourite notion for evangelical truth, natural pafhon for the work © 
of the fpirit,: trarifient convithon for tte partial 
reformation for a thorough converfion, an orthodox ‘¢#éed: for @-: 
living faith, @ party’ {pmit for chriftian zeal, «and a“warm imagi- 
nation’ for fpiritual joy. True grace iuminates 


ing, Shombles the-mind, purifies the ‘hearty fpiritualizes® the af- 


fettions, regulates the temper, determines the conduéty diffufes: ; 
its influen¢e thro’ the whole man, is aétive, prevailing, 
Carefully ‘difinguith between faith and urance?. which-fome 
have injudieioully blended together." Faith “is humble«confi- 
dence irf the Son of God for eternablife; founded upon the de> © 
claration'ofthe gofpel, accompanied witha cordial approbation” 
ofthe law’éf God, and may fubfift! with perplexing doubts 
{petting its truth’ and Faith which eof the be. 
lieving foul; imayy like chat of the body, clearly -difcern the db- 
of its raft and delights ‘and not' beable to behold itfelf, 
Plate-then your entire confidence in'€hrift for the whole ofifals: 
vation : Let the declarations and prémifes‘of gofpel beyyour s 
only wartait for! believing im “him 4! and cotifider: purelt 
rificip frames, and*hohieft duties; notias the founso 
but the ‘fuperftrutture of. faith : Let nov yours fweetelb 
experiences, Whichare at bef bur “hallow cifterns;: but 
alone be 'the fource of your conifert, and conftandly live/apon.) 
that inexhauftible: ‘Affurance:is 
of the pramife of eternal life to every one that believeth} appli- | 
ed by the: Operation fof ‘the ‘holy Spry and oyéd inché txetso 
cile of faith, dove} and: adl the other the: 
chriftian’ temper? Ii has for Aes aflive: faith ‘and 
liable: to-beij nterruptdd by innumera- 
bie impert and jealoufies ; and:itivenéfore sts»! 
pr be different believers, acd 


thet faifie "believer a times! A. chiiftian’ fpirit; theo 


«fore. 
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al 


temfions toindallibility ;.let themcalmly confide 
ebbrace ia3 truih,: may 2 anflanc 
therintereit of the;lowly, Jefus. 


byua 


mendiithe :adigion of ‘all_men 


fore, dear Brethren, co atiain and enjoy this precious privileges, 
by a lively faith in Jefus Chrift, and a con{cientious di {cl arge of 
every chriftign duty. The bloflom of confolation.is to 
be.gathered only on the tree. of Prize the ‘flower, 
but be chiefly concerned for the fruit, Self-love may incline us — 
to.defire comfort, but che loye,of God will make, us thir for 
arity). O be careful. that your joy be the joy of the Holy | 
Chol, and dread that kind of aflurance, if it'may be fo termed, 
which, is not attended with-holinefs of heart and life, asthe mof 
and deltruttivedelufion ; For ifthe righteous {carcely 


| P 
chargeable with) Moralinability, founded: in the 


imaginations in publick. worfhip, .a cap- 


e 


art :rizid, pofitive, felfconcested., and, .cenfori= , 
among, you, at-deal, their’ 


Ty that what ‘they i, 
es, be error, and that , 


by ardiligentiand prudent.;mapagement 
by-anshoneA-and harmlefs.canverfaugn,. 
deporenient,. univerfally.to,, recom, 


siot 


| 
Do not tonfound bur rightly diftinguifh between natural and 
| mora) inability); Nagural inability defect in the natural pow- 
whith. be. greatly lamented,..and can be no excufe for the | 
of duty. | 
1 Jigently,watch.aganft all hypocritical views in your per- | 
formance bi religious duties, formaluy.and lukewarmnefs in your 
Private'devotions, | 
difpolcion in 
At onithe,holy Jabbath, and.a,fenfual temper thro’ the .whole of 
Pony life; Ser the Lord always before you, and approve your.thoughts, 
words,,and actions, tO that, holy God), wha.cannot | 
bedeceiyed,.who will not be mockel and who mut be wor- 
{pisit.and in.truth. -Habituate yourfelves.to, meditate 
Wey fouls on redeeming love: Drink deeper and deeper intg the {pi- 
rit.of the gofpel.:. Live to Chrikt: Dic to the world :;And fee 
purfuits, and heavenly conyer- 
fation thew, you are, ftrangers on the earth, heirs of God, 
oft your warmelt jand.in your purfuit of the one, 
that you: do,nat, the. other: 
langesous ierror Rropouionate-your zeal to the importance of 
ODA Me irengih. of evidence Dy which Veaied 
Let | 
J 


CH lly, flate.o 


fro 


your feilow-creatures, and all men as your fellow-chrif- 
tians ; .and be truly. concerned for the. eternal welfare of your 
ignorant and perifhing 

Let the flones and timber of your habitations bear witnels to 
your upright, peaceable, and affettionate behaviour in your re- 
families;and .refpettive relations; Bein reality in your 
own. houfes, what you appear to. be in the houfe of the Lord :. 
And let the.duties of the clofet, and the family keep pace with, 


y@ir fecular employments. 


| 


In the honfe of God conduét. yourfelves as the children of 
God: Be exceedingly careful that you neither give nor take of-. 
fence ; timely extirpate every root of bitternefs; follow the, 
things that make for peace; provoke one another to love and 
benevolence ; bear. one another’s burden; fympathize with the 
weak, the afflifted and tempted ; make proper allowances for | 
different capacities; let truth and love. be: the bond of union; 
and let each contribute to the welfare of the whole. Let the 
authority of Chrift prefide in your church meetings, and let his 
word, example, and fpirit, be the rule, and his glory the end_ 
ef your church-difcipline : While you carefully maintain order, — 
truth, and purity, dread and difcountenance, a felhfh, froward,  @ 
ever-bearing témper, as abfolutely contrary to the genius, of the, 
produttive of; difcord, in the church of God: Officers in par-. 
ticular, and private members in general, fhould-take heed that. 
nothing be done thro’ ftrife, or vain glory, but.in lowlinefs of | 
mind let each efteem others better than himfelf. Let meek. 
nefs and charity rule in your hearts; let the image of Chrift 
adorn your.minds\; and let your converfation fhine in your re-_ 
{pettive neighbourhoods. ,O,, Brethren! we with, we long to. 
fee the city of our folemnities, a quiet habitation, uniform,, 
beautiful, and fhining, the very fuburbs of the beavenly Jeru- 

., We heartily join with you in lamenting the. prefent melan-; 

the .empire, and, in. recommending our. 

ing. and country.to the blefing and protection of Almighty 
>, in. his prawicience and grace truft, and. 
meet th.in .his;glorious kingdom, ..Come, m 
enter thy, ; and thut thy doors 
Hide thyfelfias u.were for a little moment, until the indignay, 
tion be overpalt. Now the peace you, 
always; by. all means, and preferve, you blamiclefs unto 
the-comming of fetus The Lard be with You.all, 


the aflemb- . CALEB EVANS, 


| 
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aftetngdm at three o’clock; Mets. 
engets, &c.° met according to appointment, Brother Pyne of 
Deoizes prayed—the preliminaries of the affociation were read.—_ 
Brother C.. Evans was chofen Mone xatorthe letters froth 
the’ ch: arches were read—minutes oftheir contents taken—Bro- 
Francis defired to draw Up the Genéral ‘fetter—Brother 
pF Sarim prayed.—The affembly then adjourned to 
HALF PAST six. efervice was by finging a faitable 
“Brother Francis ~praye Brother Day preached 
rom 64.8. But now, 0 Lord, dur Father. 
finging, Brocher J. Stephens’ clofed the fervice mn prayer. 

Morninc seven ot? Brethren, 
| Taylor, Harris,’ Ferrabee, and''S, Diinfeombe, fuccecded 
each orher'in prayer, The General’ una-— 
mimoufly approved, and‘at the requeft of the aflembly figned by” « 
she’ Modtrutur. This fervice was concluded prayer by our” 
Broker 

Artes opened the public Tervice?’ by finging ay before. 
Sottetidg prayed Brother Sprague prayed: Our Brother 
Ce Evans preached from “Matti 5. 47. do ye more than’ 
| others Brother Day prayed.’ Brother Rin ngiton preached from 

a: Cor. 426. For commanded the tight to: out. 0 
knox the plor inthe face o Ari Sang" 
in prayer by our Brothet H. 

our, the Miifters and ‘Meffengers -affembted again: 
The fate of the {mall but increafing Association Funp wis 
lad before’ them by the Moderator, Tt appeared that the “beans 
in! hand, Px xclufive of this year’s colteAtons; was poun 
fonr- “That there fad" been ‘upwards ‘of 

ut of this’ furid thclyding the profits arifing 

fa the arinoat the above of pounds: 

wad forthe prefent lock an edition Of Catecliifhis for the’ 
an 


ufe UF tht arches, the 

°Brother Day teporied; that ehad'it fh 


fociation his moll affeétionate thanks for the kind fitance they 
had affo him_ou this fund, and of Hbera- 


lity an rottterly fove tOwatds him. 
unamimeufly expreffed their grateful joy; 


Sei a to relieve and comfort in his declining years, fo ve- 


a et who had. long been an ornament to his charac- 
their 


6 
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"C87 
ter an general, and tothe Baptil denomingtion, and this allemb- 


dy in particular, | 
Several applications were then made from different churthes, 
for fome afliiflance from ibis fund towards refairing theis 
tive places of worthip, and (Guineas were vot 
ed for that purpofe.— Fhe Mo erator was allo defired out of thig 
fund to purchafe 250 of the Nonconformill’s Catechifm, by Mr, 


churches.—And it was further agreed to allalt in a million w 


Palmer of Hackney, and,tp diftribute them amongit the affosiated 


Cornwall; and to defray any expence our Brethren might be at, 
on account Of ViLLAGE PREASHING, which it 1s the earncibl 


wifh of this affociatioi fo endourage as mich as. polhble, 
Agreed, cordially to unité_in any re: 


4 


pectful, application 


may be made to parliament, to repeal the penal ilatutes againitll 
Protefiant Diffenters, and to enlarge the terms of the att of ton 


leration ; the page time, being in the opinion.of this aflocia- 
tion, proper for that purpofe, 


Agreed, to recommend the church at Falmouth in Cornmall,® 


2-5 highly worthy spcouragement.., Lhe intereit there, 46 prop 
perly fuppopted., it appears to affociation, iS likely” to. be 
iderabley heig prefens large and ‘cominodious of 
dhip hes brou ht-ghem into debt upwards oF eighty p which 
they want. to diicharge : as allo, the alliltaide OF the 
funds, to enable shem comforjably to fupport’a he 
church at Malk ham, “Wilts, findin rit neceflary to add Hitties 
their new, place, of worth agreed to recomitiend their cafe te 
fuch of the churehes to whom they” have’ ‘not ‘alrtady apified 
for afhitance. 
we are obliged tO Our Brethren, wha OQ tute 
__ the feveral other aociations inthis kingdorh iheit ready 
. compliance: with bur requelt, of opéning a. friendly’ cortéfpon- 
dence with them ‘t at we. ‘hope for thé oF fuch 
correspondence, and humbly recommend it to their cobfidéra- 
Hon, whether their, allocations. might not be impruved bY the 
~éd by #hisafleciation ; the an OF Ww ich, the Secretaty is 

Agreed, Earnefily to requéft the churches in this affociation, te 
endeavour to be peculiarly ferious and folemn in their obfervation 
of days of humiliation and prayer, as the Lord appears fo evi 
dently to have’a controverfy with this guilty nation, and our 

circumftances are fo truly alrming. 
Agreed, To hold the next Affociation at Exon, To begin 
Wepvnespay afternoon THREE o’clock, in the week AFTER 
the Whitfun week, it being inconvenient to our friends at Exod, 
to have the meeting in the Whitfun week, on account ef a great 
fair at thattime, Our Brethren, B. Francis and C, Evans 
reach the fermons, orin cafe of failure our Brother Day, 

The Affociation was then finally clofed in prayer by the 
Moderator, 


a>, “erg ~ 


| 

| 

| 

| 

be 


“Received by Yettér from 


are as follow. 13.8 


‘B. The in this sffociation in 1797, ‘was 
“21. Inthe Leiceferfhire affociation 17. In the Welch 119. 
» An the Midland 24,——Total 181. he ‘Baftern affociation 
"does nat mention the increafe. And in feveral parts of the 
sountry, the fifler Churches, hold fellowthip by circular double 
sien during the fummer half year ; but have #0 annual A flocia- 
tion, fo that an. exatt account of their fate could ‘Hot be procur- 
de In the general, have the happinefs to'learn that they 


“are upon the increafe, | 


Witjon’s Scriptut ture at at 6d. fer hundred—Baptit f 

jatechi{m the Scripture Proofs, ‘1 5S. pet hundred— 

Beripure Expolition of the Catechifm, by our Brother Beddome. 

gd. in fheep, 18. 6d. in calf be 

plying to our. Brothet C. Evans, No. 3, Montague- 

alfo the new ‘Célledion "Hy ith 

Supplement, ithe ihird edition, gs. in fheep— 8. in’ 


take fix together i Jeventh will 
ac. 
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Elders, Minifters 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


panes MEET i NG A T 
| Bantton, [Chart, Frome 
Chacewater, | Prefcott, Yeoorl, Sarum, 
Plymouth, | Louzhwood, Broadmzad & | Wotton, 
Kingfpridge, | Upottery, Pithav, Hor fly, | 
Cullumpton, 'Vellington, Briftol. Cheitenkam 
| Mverton, Bridgewater,  Paulton, | Exon, 
Having received Letters alfo, from 
Lymi, Trowbridge, | Melb ham, | Sodbury 
Bratton, . Gritilton, and 
Bicknell, : Horfneton, | Crofcomb's 
| Being met i in affociation in the city of ads the fecond dnd 
| third days of Juné, 1779. To the realy 
preferit, fend chriftian falutation.: 


is with pleafure and gratitude we canyapform you that we 
have been brought in fatety under the wingof divine Provis 
ence. to place. appointed to hold our annual affembly, 
we have had a pleafant and we hope proficable interview with 
| each, other, the from the Several churehes have’ bees 
ead over with care. their ref, ettive contents attended to, ang 
the cafes of che: feveral churches f ad before God with fervene 
cy ratitude.on.the one hand,. and humiliation onthe otheta 
naturally expeft to.hear from us as ufual upon, thefe 
and we.cannot but.think oyrfelves peculiarly happy 
be upon.this ‘occafion to,congratulase you the 
she late bil] in. parliament in favor.of Proteftant 
by which our religious liberties tended and confirmed, ang 
to {peak as'you are to An 


